3.0 OVERVIEW OF PROJECT SETTING

3.1 Introduction

This section provides an overview of the existing land use, environmental, and development
setting associated with the proposed Project. More detailed descriptions of the existing setting
in the Project vicinity related to specific environmental issues are provided in each subsection of
Chapter 4. In addition to providing an overview of the existing physical setting at and around
the Project site, this chapter describes other projects proposed in the nearby area that may, in
conjunction with the proposed Project, result in cumulative impacts. The identification of those
other projects focuses, in particular, on other development proposed at LAX and explains the
relationship between the proposed Project and each of the other projects in order to provide the
basis for the evaluation of cumulative impacts.

3.1.1 Study Area

For purposes of describing existing conditions in the vicinity of LAX, each environmental topic
evaluated in this EIR addresses a study area appropriate to the evaluation of impacts
associated with that topic. For most analyses, the study area is limited to the airport boundaries
or to portions thereof. However, the study areas associated with some sections, such as noise
and transportation, extend off-airport. Impacts associated with air quality and greenhouse
gasses evaluate total Project-related emissions, which cannot be contained on-airport.
Moreover, these analyses consider sources both on and off the airport, such as worker
commute and construction vehicle trips. The human health risk analysis, which is based on the
air quality analysis, similarly considers on- and off-airport factors, including health risks at off-
airport sensitive receptors.

3.1.2 Study Years

LAWA issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) on August 22, 2013 and, as such, the
environmental baseline used for determining significant impacts primarily represents the
physical conditions that existed at that time. Where existing conditions data specific to 2013
were not available or where 2013, by itself, was not an appropriate representation of baseline
conditions, this EIR identifies this fact, explains what data was used to determine existing
conditions, and provides evidence of why this information is representative of baseline
conditions.

For certain analyses, a full year's worth of data was considered necessary and appropriate to
characterize existing baseline conditions. Such is the case relative to existing aircraft-related air
pollutant emissions and existing airport traffic generation, whereby the variability in airport
operations throughout the year, especially seasonal variations, results in "existing" conditions
for those topics being very different depending on time of year. Similar to the approach used in
the LAX Master Plan Final EIR, airport operations data for the prior calendar year, which in the
case of this EIR is 2012, were used to define existing baseline conditions for those topics.

The buildout year for the proposed Project is 2015.
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3. Overview of Project Setting

3.2 Existing Airport Facilities

LAX encompasses approximately 3,650 acres, and consists of two airfield areas (north and
south), each containing two runways as well as associated taxiways and taxilanes; a Central
Terminal Area (CTA), with nine terminals (eight domestic and one international, including the
newly opened Bradley West concourse), parking garages, a two-level roadway system, the
Theme Building, and administrative offices; a midfield area located west of the CTA, consisting
of taxiways, hangars, remote gates, maintenance, and ancillary facilities, an Aircraft Rescue
Fire Fighting facility, and a fuel farm; three cargo areas; the Century Cargo Complex located
between Century Boulevard and the south airfield complex east of the CTA, the Imperial Cargo
Complex located on the northwest corner of Imperial Highway/Aviation Boulevard, and the
South Cargo Complex, located along the north side of Imperial Highway; largely undeveloped
land with a golf course located north of the north airfield complex; and parking facilities located
within the northeastern portion of the airport, east of the CTA, and east of the south airfield
complex.

3.3 Project Site

The Project site is located in the North Airfield area of the LAX property, which is located within
the City of Los Angeles. LAX is situated at the western edge of the City of Los Angeles, as
shown in Figure 2-1 in Chapter 2, Project Description, of this EIR. LAX is bounded on the north
by the City of Los Angeles communities of Westchester and Playa del Rey; on the south by the
City of ElI Segundo; on the southeast by the unincorporated community of Del Aire and City of
Hawthorne; and on the east by the City of Inglewood, the unincorporated community of Lennox,
the City of Los Angeles community of South Los Angeles, and the unincorporated community of
Athens. The Los Angeles/El Segundo Dunes, Vista del Mar, Dockweiler State Beach, and the
Santa Monica Bay (Pacific Ocean) are located to the west of the airport. All of the cities and
communities in the vicinity of the Project site are located within Los Angeles County.

Specifically, the Project site occupies the area within the Air Operations Area (AOA) north of the
terminal/midfield area, as shown in Figure 3-1. The subject area is, and has long been, actively
used for airport operations and is completely occupied and surrounded by airport facilities. The
North Airfield includes two parallel runways (6L-24R and 6R-24L), several taxiways, grass
infields, airfield lighting and signage, and underground utilities north of the LAX passenger
terminals. Runway 6L-24R is 8,925 feet long and 150 feet wide and is the northernmost runway
used primarily for arrivals on the North Airfield; Runway 6R-24L is 10,285 feet long and 150 feet
wide used primarily for departures on the North Airfield. In addition to the runways, there are a
number of taxiways and airfield operations roadways located within this area.
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3. Overview of Project Setting

3.4 Land Use Setting

The Project site is located entirely within the LAX Plan area and the LAX Specific Plan area of
the City of Los Angeles. The LAX Plan, which is a part of the General Plan of the City of Los
Angeles, designates the land use for the Project site as “Airport Airside” and “LAX Northside”.
The 2004 LAX Specific Plan, which establishes zoning and development regulations and
standards consistent with the LAX Plan, designates the zoning for the Project Site under the
LAX — A Zone: Airport Airside Sub-Area and LAX — N Zone: LAX Northside Sub-Area.*

Surrounding Airport land uses include the following:
e LAX construction staging areas and the Northside area of the LAX Specific Plan to the
north;
o LAX equipment parking and public parking to the east;
o Taxiways and terminals to the south; and

e The El Segundo Dunes Open Space and the ElI Segundo Blue Butterfly Habitat
Restoration Area to the west.

The closest land uses in the Project vicinity that are not airport-related include the following:

e The City of Los Angeles communities of Westchester and Playa del Rey north of LAX;

e A mix of commercial, hotel, office, and residential uses east of LAX in the City of
Inglewood and unincorporated Los Angeles County;

e Residential, commercial, office, and institutional uses to the south of LAX in the City of El
Segundo and community of Del Aire; and

e Dockweiler State Beach, Santa Monica Bay, and the Los Angeles/El Segundo Dunes El
Segundo Blue Butterfly Habitat Restoration Area to the west.

3.5 Environmental Setting

The following provides an overview of the physical environmental setting at the Project site as it
existed at the time the NOP was published (August 22, 2013), noting the environmental issues
most relevant to the Project site. Additional information regarding the environmental setting is
provided in the discussion of each resource area in Chapter 4.

351 Aesthetics

The Project site is located within the North Airfield area of the airport and is characterized by a
variety of airport-related facilities and uses. The airport and most of the Project site is generally
flat. The subject area is not considered to be a scenic resource and is not near any designated
scenic corridors.

! Los Angeles World Airports, Los Angeles International Airport Specific Plan, September 29, 2004.
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3. Overview of Project Setting

Lighting is used throughout the Project Study Area and on the Airport to support existing
operations during nighttime periods, and other periods of low visibility. Lighting at the Airport
consists of in-pavement lights along taxiways and runways, and lights mounted on towers used
for the Approach Lighting System (ALS). Lighting shielding in the Airport is currently
implemented per the LAX Master Plan Final EIS/EIR mitigation commitments.?

3.5.2 Air Quality

The airport is located within the South Coast Air Basin, a 6,745 square-mile area encompassing
all of Orange County and the urban, non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and San
Bernadino Counties. The Basin is under jurisdiction of the SCAQMD. At the federal level, the
Basin is designated as a nonattainment area for ozone (O3), fine particulate matter (PM,s) and
lead (Pb). At the State level, the Basin is designated as nonattainment for O, nitrogen dioxide
(NO,), PM4o, PM,5, and Pb. The existing air quality setting at the Project site is subject to air
guality pollutants from aircraft arrivals and departures, aircraft movements on taxiways, aircraft
maintenance and aircraft engine run-ups, as well as from ground support equipment (GSE)
operations and maintenance, and vehicle traffic on and off the airfield.

3.5.3 Biological Resources

The proposed Project is located entirely on airport property, with surrounding areas largely
developed, and the majority of undeveloped areas supporting ruderal and ornamental
vegetation. The only exception is the area north of Runway 6L-24R, which supports an area of
riparian vegetation (sandbar willow thicket and California bulrush marsh) associated with the
Argo Ditch. A Biological Assessment was conducted for the Project site in June and July of
2013, in which 22 wildlife species were observed. There were 2 insect species, 3 reptile
species, and 17 bird species recorded at the Project site. Overall, the abundance of wildlife was
considered low with flying wildlife, such as butterflies and birds, accounting for most wildlife
observations. Terrestrial wildlife was limited to a handful of reptile species observations. No
fish or mammal species were observed during the surveys. Degraded small mammal burrows
were observed near the runways but none showed signs of recent activity. Limited habitat for
fish or wildlife species is present within the Project site and less than significant impacts to the
movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species, established resident or migratory
wildlife corridors, or to native wildlife nursery sites would occur.

354 Cultural Resources

The findings of the historical resources surveys of LAWA-owned property and adjacent areas
conducted in conjunction with this Draft EIR indicate that four historic-period and two non-

2 City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles World Airports and FAA, Final Environmental Impact Statement/Final

Environmental Impact Report, Los Angeles International Airport Proposed Master Plan Improvements, April

2004.
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3. Overview of Project Setting

historic cultural resources were recorded within the Project area during the cultural resources
assessment®:

(1) Argo Ditch. Located just north of Runway 6L-24R within the Project site,
archival documents indicate that the Argo Ditch was constructed in the late
1940s as a flood control structure.

(2) ElI Manor Avenue Residential Neighborhood. This former residential area is
located north of the proposed Project area. Archival documents indicate that El
Manor Avenue Residential Neighborhood's street and sidewalks were
constructed between 1940 and 1945 as part of a residential housing tract.

(3) Will Rogers Street Residential Neighborhood. This is a former residential
area located just north of the Project site, across Lincoln Boulevard. Archival
documents indicate that Will Rogers Street Residential Neighborhood’s street
and sidewalks were constructed circa 1948 as part of a residential housing tract.

(4) El Manor Avenue. Located within the proposed Project site, east of the north
runways, El Manor Avenue is a former public street. Archival documents
indicate that EI Manor Avenue’s street and sidewalks were constructed circa
1945 as part of a residential housing tract.

(5) Runway 6R-24L. Runway 6L-24R is the northernmost runway at LAX. Archival
data indicate that Runway 6R-24L was first constructed between 1958 and 1962.

(6) Runway 6L-24R. Runway 6L-24R is the southern runway in the north runway
complex at LAX. Archival records indicate that Runway 6L-24R was constructed
in 1969.

355 Geology and Soils

Regionally, the Project site is located in the Los Angeles Coastal Plain. The geomorphology of
the Project site and vicinity is a coastal plain of the Los Angeles basin. The Los Angeles basin is
bounded on the north by the Santa Monica Mountains, on the east by the Santa Ana Mountains
and associated hills, on the south by the San Joaquin Hills and the Pacific Ocean, and on the
west by the Palos Verdes Hills and the Pacific Ocean.

3.5.6 Greenhouse Gas Emissions

The primary greenhouse gas emission sources at LAX are emissions of carbon dioxide (CO5,)
from combustion of fuels associated with aircraft operations, area traffic, and ongoing
construction activities, as well as from building and lighting operations. Mobile and area
sources and indirect emissions from energy and water use, wastewater, and waste
management also contribute to the Project site’s GHG emissions.

8 Sapphos Environmental, Inc., Runway 6L-24R Safety Area and Associated Improvements Project Cultural

Resources Technical Report, January 2014.
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3. Overview of Project Setting

3.5.7 Hazards and Hazardous Materials

The types, characteristics, and occurrences of hazardous materials and other regulated
substances at LAX are typical of large metropolitan airports that offer commercial and cargo
services. The substances that are used in large quantities at LAX that are classifiable as
hazardous mainly include aircraft and motor vehicle fuels.

3.5.8 Hydrology/Water Quality

The Project site includes both pervious and impervious surfaces, including approximately one-
acre of wetlands, and provides a negligible amount of recharge to the regional groundwater
basin. Existing surface water pollutants typically include total suspended solids, oil and grease,
soap residues, fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides, metals, and fuel hydrocarbons associated
with airfield activities.

3.5.9 Noise

The existing noise environment at and around the Project site consists of noise from airport-
related activities including: aircraft arrivals, departures, and taxiing on runways and connecting
taxiways; and noise from vehicle traffic on and off the airfield. The Project site is located within
the airport boundary, which is not a noise-sensitive use.

3.5.10 Population and Housing

The Project site consists entirely of developed land uses. Existing uses include aircraft and
airport operations. There are no existing residential uses within the Project site and, therefore,
no existing housing units or households are present. Residential uses are primarily located to
the north and south of the Project site, with a small amount of residences in the Manchester
Square area to the east of LAX. According to the 2010 US Census, there are approximately
6,500 persons living in the Census tracts that are directly adjacent to LAX.

3.5.11 Public Services

Four Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) fire stations (80, 51, 5, and 95) are located on Airport
property and have direct responsibility for fire protection and emergency services within the
Airport boundaries. With the exception of Fire Station 80, which only responds to incidents at
LAX, Fire Stations 5 and 95 serve portions of the neighboring communities as well as LAX, and
Fire Station 51 serves Dockweiler State Beach in addition to a majority of LAX. Los Angeles
World Airports Police Division (LAWAPD) is supplemented by Los Angeles Police Department
resources at LAX. In addition, a number of federal law enforcement and safety agencies have
law enforcement responsibilities at LAX. The Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
administers an extensive passenger and cargo security program and maintains an armed
presence at the Federal Inspection Services areas in each of the five terminals that
accommodate international service to screen international passengers for immigration, customs,
agricultural protection, and counterterrorism purposes. Further, the U.S. Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Customs and Border Protection, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Drug
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3. Overview of Project Setting

Enforcement Administration, and U.S. Coast Guard, all have law enforcement responsibilities
and personnel at LAX.

3.5.12 Transportation/Traffic

The existing traffic setting at the Project site is characterized on the airside by vehicles
permitted within the Air Operations Area (AOA) and landside by vehicles north of the Project site
on Lincoln Boulevard and Westchester Parkway. Operations of vehicles within the AOA is
strictly regulated and only drivers that have satisfactorily completed specialized training and
have the appropriate clearances from LAWA are allowed to operate vehicles on the airfield.
Traffic outside the AOA is characterized primarily by a mix of private vehicles, buses, shuttles,
taxis, limousines, and LAWA vehicles. Traffic levels and operating conditions vary throughout
the day and week, ranging from good to poor.

3.6 Development Setting/Related Projects

This section identifies past, present, and reasonably foreseeable related projects, including LAX
development projects (LAX Master Plan projects and other LAX projects with independent
utility) and non-LAX development projects, that could, in conjunction with the proposed Project,
result in cumulative impacts to the environment. Table 3-1 below lists on-going and future
projects at LAX within the immediate area of the proposed Project; they are identified in Figure
3-2.

o LAX Master Plan Development Projects: the LAX Master Plan Final EIR addresses the
overall effects of the approved LAX Master Plan, essentially providing a cumulative
impact analysis of all the improvements that comprise the LAX Master Plan, while also
identifying the more notable impacts that are attributable to specific components, where
appropriate. The LAX Master Plan provides a comprehensive plan for a number of
improvement projects planned to be implemented over many years throughout LAX.

e LAX Development Projects Independent of the LAX Master Plan: it is anticipated that a
number of other, stand-alone construction activities at LAX that were not part of the LAX
Master Plan would likely be underway concurrent with the construction of the proposed
Project, including both LAWA and tenant projects.

e LAX Specific Plan Amendment Study: In accordance with the LAX Master Plan
Stipulated Settlement and Section 7.H. of the LAX Specific Plan, LAWA completed the
LAX Specific Plan Amendment Study (SPAS) to identify and evaluate alternatives to
certain improvements delineated in the LAX Master Plan. Those proposed LAX Master
Plan improvements, generally referred to as the "Yellow-Light Projects," included the
Ground Transportation Center (GTC), the Automated People Mover (APM) between the
GTC and the CTA, reconfiguration of Terminals 1, 2, and 3, reconfiguration of the north
runway complex, and on-airport road improvements associated with the GTC. Nine
alternatives comprised of various combinations of airfield, terminal, and ground access
improvements were addressed within the SPAS Final EIR, and a Staff-Recommended
Alternative (combination of SPAS Alternatives 1 and 9) was approved by the LA City
Council in April 2013. While the SPAS has been completed and a programmatic EIR
has been approved by the Los Angeles City Council, elements of SPAS are under
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3. Overview of Project Setting

litigation. LAWA is continuing planning efforts associated with the ground transportation
elements of SPAS and determining which projects to advance to project-level
environmental review in the near future. Additionally, the Staff-Recommended
alternative must still undergo review and approval by FAA in order to be implemented.
As such, for related projects included in this EIR, the existing LAX Master Plan
Alternative D, which is SPAS Alternative 3, is assumed.

Cumulative impacts of the proposed Project and development projects within the vicinity of LAX
will be discussed further within each chapter of the EIR. The Cumulative Impacts section of
each chapter will provide an analysis of the impacts from the proposed Project and surrounding
development projects as they pertain to each specific category of environmental resource.

Planned development projects in the City of Los Angeles and neighboring communities within
the vicinity of the traffic study area are listed in Table 3-2. The list is based on consultation with
representatives of various agencies including the LADOT, City of Culver City, City of El
Segundo, City of Inglewood, and Los Angeles County.
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3. Overview of Project Setting
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Los Angeles International Airport Runway 6L-24R and Runway 6R-24L
Draft EIR Runway Safety Area and
May 2014 Associated Improvements
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