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1. North 
Downwind 
Arrival Flight 
Paths
Area in pink affected by 
North Downwind Arrival and 
has been studied more 
extensively in prior and 
current initiatives 
undertaken by the Metroplex 
Ad Hoc Committee of the 
LAX Community Noise 
Roundtable
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1. North Downwind Arrival Flight Paths - Merges
Percentage breakout of 
flights landing including 
their origin paths from 
one day at LAX

North Arrivals 
36% of inbound 
air traffic

East Arrivals
52% of inbound 
air traffic

South Arrivals
12% of inbound 
air traffic

A

B

C

A

B

C

One Day Sample:
01/13/2019
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1. North Downwind Arrival 
      Flight Paths -- 3 Procedures

RYDRR, HUULL, 
& IRNMN are the 
3 North 
Downwind 
Arrival Flight 
Paths into LAX

Source : Federal Aviation Administration
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1. North Downwind Arrival Flight Paths - IRNMN
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2. LAX and Other Airports



8

3. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at DAHJR - 24 hours
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3. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at DAHJR - 24 hours
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3. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at DAHJR - 24 hours
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3. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at DAHJR - 24 hours
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3. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at DAHJR - 24 hours
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3. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at DAHJR - 24 hours
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3. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at DAHJR - 24 hours
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Oct 2018
19 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Nov 2018
17 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Dec 2018
25 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Jan 2019
12 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Feb 2019
51 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Mar 2019
12 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Apr 2019
6 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

May 2019
6 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Jun 2019
8 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Jul 2019
3 flights



20

4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Aug 2019
6 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Sep 2019
1 flight
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Oct 2019
1 flight

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Nov 2019
4 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Dec 2019
1 flight

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Jan 2020
13 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Feb 2020
6 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Mar 2020
5 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Apr 2020
4 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

May 2020
7 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Jun 2020
0 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Jul 2020
9 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Aug 2020
2 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Sep 2020
2 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Oct 2020
6 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Nov 2020
10 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Dec 2020
1 flight

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Jan 2021
1 flight



29

4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Feb 2021
14 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS

Mar 2021
2 flights
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4. DAHJR - 0100 to 0500 totals
Apr 2021
2 flights

Prepared by: LAWA Noise Management
Data Source : LAX ANOMS



5. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at GADDO - 24 hours



5. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at GADDO - 24 hours



5. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at GADDO - 24 hours



5. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at GADDO - 24 hours



5. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at GADDO - 24 hours
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5. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at GADDO - 24 hours
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5. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at GADDO - 24 hours
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5. 6000 Foot Alt +/- 300 at GADDO - 24 hours



39

6. North Downwind Height Directives

● RYDRR, HUULL, & IRNMN -3 North Downwind Arrival 
Flight Paths into LAX

● March 2021 Roundtable meeting -- discussion regarding 
the responsibility of controllers and pilots for planes 
flying 6000 feet at DAHJR and GADDO

● Previously FAA has claimed that airlines and pilots have 
control for not flying proper heights; or that controllers 
had to bring flights in lower than 6000 feet at DAHJR and 
GADDO to allow for proper final approach spacing of 
landing aircraft
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6. North Downwind Height Directives

Source : Federal Aviation Administration               

● In March the Roundtable 
directed the Metroplex Ad Hoc 
Committee to engage with 
representatives from airlines 
to hear their perspective on 
this issue

● Reps. from Spirit and United 
were present and mentioned 
that FAA controllers are giving 
their pilots orders to descend 
and maintain 2500 feet for 
final approach into LAX after 
the CLIFY waypoint over SMO 
airport, this is before DAHJR 
and GADDO
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6. North 
Downwind 
Height 
Directives

Source : Federal Aviation Administration               

The FAA's own 
documentation 
confirms this

● The 6000 foot 
directive at RYDRR, 
HUULL, & IRNMN is 
only for RNAV (˜10%)

● ILS and Visual 
approach, vast 
majority of flights are 
not required to
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7. Option B Proposal Development

● Given frustrating lack of progress over the past 4 years 
for getting any major noise relief for communities under 
the North Downwind, Quiet Skies LA developed two 
proposals to route air traffic off the North Downwind 

● These came to be known as Option A and Option B
● When this Option B was first studied by LAWA and 

aviation consultants hired, it was less developed than 
Option A, which was determined as infeasible

● The Metroplex Ad Hoc Committee agreed to continue 
studying Option B within the Committee
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7. Option B Proposal Development

● A draft proposal of a refined 
Option B is under development 
and is expected to be presented 
at the next Roundtable meeting 
in July

● The refined Option B proposal 
will have details on appox. % of 
flights to be routed, heights and 
paths for those flights, and any 
expected impacts



7. Option B, Proposed Route Example
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● Rerouting a portion of existing North Downwind flights from 
IRNMN into an existing eastern flight path could reducing 
noise exposure for North Downwind communities without 
creating excessive additional time in the air or fuel burn 

Option B 

ASA620 Seattle to 
Ontario

Delta Airlines DAL659 

Seattle to LAX

Option B: 1,035 mi
Current : 1,016 mi

+19 mi (+1.9%)
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7. Option B Proposal Development  -- WILL NOT

● WILL NOT be done without 
potentially impacted communities 
having questions answered -- any 
official member of the RT can attend 
the next Metroplex Ad Hoc cmte.

● WILL NOT propose unrealistic 
changes to airspace

● If/when Option B is advanced by the 
RT, WILL NOT mean it will be 
implemented by FAA -- further and 
analysis and study expected 



THANK YOU
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