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3. OVERVIEW OF PROJECT SETTING 

3.1  Introduction 
This chapter provides an overview of the existing land use, environmental, and development setting 
relevant to the proposed Terminals 2 and 3 Modernization Project (proposed project).  More detailed 
descriptions of the existing setting specific to each of the environmental topics evaluated in this 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) are provided within their respective sections in Chapter 4, 
Environmental Impact Analysis.  This chapter also describes other development projects proposed at and 
adjacent to Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) that may, in conjunction with the proposed project, 
result in cumulative impacts to the environment. 

3.2 Land Use Setting 
As indicated in Chapter 1, Introduction and Executive Summary, and Chapter 2, Project Description, and 
depicted in Figure 2-1 and Figure 2-2, the proposed project is located at LAX, within a highly-developed, 
urbanized area consisting of airport, commercial, transportation (i.e., interstate highways), and residential 
uses.  More specifically, the proposed project is located within the northern portion of the Central 
Terminal Area (CTA) of the airport.  The project site consists of existing Terminals 2 and 3 (T2 and T3), 
including the concourse and ticketing buildings and adjacent apron areas.  The LAX Plan,12 the City of 
Los Angeles General Plan Land Use Element that governs uses on LAX, designates the project site as 
Airport Airside.  The corresponding LAX Specific Plan13 designates this area as LAX A Zone: Airport 
Airside Sub-Area.  The proposed project improvements are consistent with the LAX Plan land use 
designation and with the allowable uses under the LAX Specific Plan.  

The land use setting around the project site is generally characterized by LAX landside and airside uses, 
such as terminal buildings and gates, runways, taxiways, and aircraft apron areas to the north, east, and 
west; and the CTA, specifically roads, surface parking lots, and parking structures, to the south.   

The closest land uses in the project vicinity that are not airport-related include the following: 

♦ The City of Los Angeles communities of Westchester and Playa del Rey north of LAX; 
♦ A mix of commercial, hotel, office, industrial, and residential uses east of LAX in the City of Los 

Angeles, City of Inglewood, and unincorporated community of Lennox; 
♦ Residential, commercial, office, and institutional uses to the south of LAX in the City of El Segundo 

and the unincorporated community of Del Aire; and 
♦ Dockweiler State Beach, the Pacific Ocean, and the Los Angeles/El Segundo Dunes to the west. 

The Dunes Specific Plan Area, a designated Los Angeles County Significant Ecological Area, is located 
approximately 1.5 miles to the west of the project site, opposite Pershing Drive.  There is no adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved habitat 
conservation plan or other natural community conservation plan that includes the project site, the 
proposed construction staging areas, or the proposed construction contractor parking area.  The 
proposed project site is not located within the Coastal Zone, which is approximately 1.5 miles to the west 
of the project site.   

                                                      
12  City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, LAX Plan, originally adopted December 4, 2004, last amended 

May 24, 2013. Available: 
http://planning.lacity.org/complan/specplan/pdf/LAXPLAN_AMENDED20130524_FINAL(SECURED).pdf, 
Accessed January 19, 2017. 

13  City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, LAX Specific Plan, adopted by Los Angeles City Council 
December 14, 2004, last amended June 14, 2016. Available: 
http://planning.lacity.org/complan/specplan/pdf/LAXPLAN_AMENDED20130524_FINAL(SECURED).pdf, 
Accessed January 19, 2017. 
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The only unique resources located within the vicinity of the project site are three historical structures – the 
Theme Building, 1961 Air Traffic Control Tower, and Terminal 6 Sign Tower - as further discussed in 
Section 3.3.3 below. T3 also contains its original underground tunnel with mosaic tile murals connecting 
the original (1961) ticketing/baggage building to the oval shaped satellite building.  Although Terminal 3 
no longer retains sufficient integrity to be individually eligible for listing as a historic resource, the original 
underground tunnel with mosaic tile murals and the oval shaped satellite building would remain with 
implementation of the proposed project.  

3.3 Environmental Setting 
This section provides an overview of the existing environmental setting related to the proposed project 
and the topical issues evaluated in Chapter 4, Environmental Impacts Analysis, of this EIR.  Additional 
information regarding existing conditions for these topics is provided in Chapter 4 of this EIR. 

3.3.1 Air Quality 

The airport is located within the South Coast Air Basin (Basin), a 6,745 square-mile area encompassing 
all of Orange County and the urban, non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino 
Counties.  The Basin is under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD).  At the federal level, the Basin is designated as a nonattainment area for ozone (O3), fine 
particulate matter (PM2.5), and lead (Pb).14  At the State level, the Basin is designated as nonattainment 
for O3, particulate matter (PM10), and PM2 5.15  The existing air quality setting in the immediate vicinity of 
the project site is dominated by air quality pollutants from aircraft activities, vehicles on airport roads and 
surrounding roads and highways, and industrial uses.  Other sources of existing air pollutant emissions 
on the airport include the Central Utility Plant (CUP), power generators, ground support equipment, and 
operations and maintenance activities.   

3.3.2 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
The primary greenhouse gas (GHG) emission sources on and within the vicinity of the project site are 
emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) from combustion of fuels associated with aircraft operations, area 
traffic, and ongoing construction activities, as well as from building and lighting operations.  Mobile and 
area sources and indirect emissions from energy and water use, wastewater, and waste management 
also contribute to GHG emissions at the project site. 

3.3.3 Cultural Resources  
Historical structures located in the vicinity of the proposed project site are: 1) Theme Building (eligible for 
National Register, listed in California Register, and a designated Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument 
[HCM]), located in the center of the CTA, approximately 550 feet southeast of the proposed project site, 
opposite World Way; 2) the 1961 Air Traffic Control Tower (eligible for local listing as a City of Los 
Angeles HCM), located at the eastern entrance of the CTA, approximately 1,200 feet southeast of the 
proposed project site; and 3) Terminal 6 Sign Tower (eligible for local listing as a City of Los Angeles 
HCM), located approximately 1,020 feet southeast of the proposed project site. T3 also contains its 
original underground tunnel with mosaic tile murals connecting the original (1961) ticketing/baggage 

                                                      
14  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Green Book Nonattainment Areas, Available 

http://www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbk/index.html. As of May 24, 2016. 
15  California Air Resources Board, Area Designations Maps/State and National, Available: 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/desig/adm/adm.htm, Accessed January 19, 2017. 
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building to the oval shaped satellite building; however, neither T3 nor T2 were found eligible for historic 
listing and these terminals are not considered historical resources for the purposes of CEQA.16   

The LAX Master Plan Final EIR identified 36 previously recorded archaeological sites within a radius of 
approximately two miles of LAX, including eight sites located on LAX property.17   None of the eight sites 
identified on LAX property are located within the boundaries of the project site or in the immediate vicinity.  
The project site is a highly-disturbed area that has long been, and is currently being, used for airport 
uses.  Any resources that may have existed on the site at one time are likely to have been displaced and, 
as a result, the overall sensitivity of the site with respect to buried resources is low.   

The LAX property lies in the northwestern portion of the Los Angeles Basin, a broad structural syncline 
with a basement of older igneous and metamorphic rocks overlain by thick younger marine and terrestrial 
deposits.  The older deposits that underlie the LAX area are assigned to the Palos Verdes Sand 
formation, which is one of the better known Pleistocene age deposits in southern California.  The results 
of the records search conducted as part of the LAX Master Plan EIR indicate that the Palos Verdes Sand 
formation is a formation with a high potential for yielding unique paleontological deposits.  The Palos 
Verdes Sand formation covers half of the LAX area, beginning at Sepulveda Boulevard and extending 
easterly beyond the airport.    

The project site is developed with aviation-related uses, and the airport is located within a highly-
urbanized area.  Within the project area, traditional burial resources would likely be associated with the 
Native American group known as the Gabrieliño.  Based on previous surveys conducted at LAX and the 
results of the record searches completed in 1995, 1997, and 2000 for the LAX Master Plan EIR, no 
traditional burial sites have been identified within the LAX boundaries or in the vicinity.18   

3.3.4 Surface Transportation 
The existing traffic setting is generally categorized by on- and off-airport traffic.  Traffic is primarily a mix 
of private vehicles, buses, shuttles, taxis, limousines, LAWA vehicles, airline and airport employees, 
tenants, deliveries, and support services that operate within the CTA and on the local airport-area 
roadway network, including Century Boulevard, Sepulveda Boulevard, Aviation Boulevard, Lincoln 
Boulevard, Westchester Parkway, Imperial Highway, I-405, and I-105.  Traffic levels and operating 
conditions on- and off-airport vary throughout the day, week and time of year, ranging from good to poor.  

3.4 Development Setting  
This subsection identifies past, present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future projects at/adjacent 
to LAX that could, in conjunction with the proposed project, result in cumulative impacts to the 
environment.  These projects are listed in Table 3-1 and identified in Figure 3-1.  A description of each 
project is also provided in Table 3-1.  Projects with construction schedules anticipated to overlap with the 
construction schedule for the proposed project are indicated in bold type.  The projects listed in Table 3-1 
were considered in the cumulative impacts analysis for each resource analyzed in Chapter 4, 
Environmental Impact Analysis. 

                                                      
16  Historic Resources Group, LAX Terminals 2 and 3 Modernization Project Historic Resources Technical Report, 

June 2016, included in Appendix A of this EIR. 
17 City of Los Angeles, Final Environmental Impact Report for Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) Proposed 

Master Plan Improvements (SCH 1997061047), Section 4.9.1 – Historic/Architectural and 
Archaeological/Cultural Resources, April 2004, Available: http://www.lawa.org/ourlax/pastprojects.aspx?id=8844, 
Accessed January 19, 2017. 

18  City of Los Angeles, Final Environmental Impact Report for Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) Proposed 
Master Plan Improvements (SCH 1997061047), Section 4.9.1 – Historic/Architectural and 
Archaeological/Cultural Resources, April 2004, Available: http://www.lawa.org/ourlax/pastprojects.aspx?id=8844, 
Accessed January 19, 2017. 
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