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Mature Tree Survey

1.0 Introduction

The purpose of this report is to evaluate the size, aesthetic, and health quality of all qualifying
mature trees within the Northside Plan Area (hereafter referred to as the “survey area”) at the
Los Angeles International Airport (LAX).

The survey area is located within the LAX property, within the County of Los Angeles (Figure 1).
The survey area is north of the LAX North Airfield, south of Manchester Avenue, east of S.
Pershing Drive and west of Sepulveda Boulevard (Figure 2). The survey area is located on the
Inglewood and Venice U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute quadrangles of the San
Bernardino Meridian. Land uses in the immediate vicinity of the survey area are airport open
space, airport construction staging, and residential. The survey area is dominated by non-native
grassland, ruderal, and ornamental vegetation.

2.0 Background

This tree survey was conducted in accordance with LAX Master Plan EIS/EIR mitigation
commitment MM-BC-3 of the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP) (City of Los
Angeles 2004). MM-BC-3 requires the census and mapping of all mature trees with a diameter
at breast height (dbh) of at least eight inches within the Northside Plan Area of LAX that may be
impacted as a result of construction activities (City of Los Angeles 2004).

3.0 Methodology

URS Certified Arborist Jeff Crain (WE-6658A) conducted tree surveys on August 3, 2012 and
August 9, 2012. During these surveys, each tree was permanently tagged and characterized
according to the criteria noted below, and a global positioning system (GPS) point was taken to
mark the location. Detailed data taken from the surveys are included in Attachment A of this
technical report.

3.1 Diameter at Breast Height (DBH)

Using a diameter tape, trunk measurements were taken approximately 4.5 feet above natural
grade. Where applicable, multiple qualifying trunks were measured separately. The number of
gualifying trunks was also recorded for each tree.

3.2 Height and Canopy

The height of each tree was estimated from natural grade to the highest living branch. The
diameter of each tree’s living canopy was estimated at its widest point.
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Mature Tree Survey

3.3 Tree Tags

Each surveyed tree with a dbh of at least eight inches was individually tagged with a circular
aluminum tag bearing the tree number. This survey included tag numbers 701 through 900.

3.4 Aesthetics

Each surveyed tree was inspected and compared to an archetype tree (considered excellent on
all points mentioned below) of the same species. The surveyed trees were rated on a scale of 1
to 5, with 5 being the highest. Tree aesthetics were evaluated with respect to overall form and
symmetry, crown balance, branching pattern, and broken branches. The trees were rated on a
scale of 1 to 5, as follows:

1: Very Poor
2: Poor

3: Fair

4: Good

5: Excellent

3.5 Health

The health of each tree was assessed based on visual evidence of vigor such as the amount of
foliage; leaf color and size; presence of branch or twig dieback; severity of insect infestation; the
presence of disease, heart rot, fire damage, and mechanical damage; amount of new growth;
appearance of bark; and rate of callous development over wounds. The tree’s structural integrity
was also evaluated with respect to branch attachment, branch placement, root health, and
stability. In addition, the health assessment considered such elements as the presence of
decay, weak branch attachments, and the presence of exposed roots due to soil erosion.

The health of each tree was also rated on the 1 to 5 scale noted above.

4.0 Results

A total of 187 qualifying trees (trees with a dbh of at least 8 inches) were recorded within the
survey area (Exhibit 3), including: one bottlebrush (Callistemon sp.), 4 camphor trees
(Cinnamomum camphora); 34 eucalyptus or gums (Eucalyptus sp.); 4 ash (Fraxinus sp.); 4 silk
oaks (Grevillea robusta); 53 sweet bay (Laurus nobilis); 7 magnolias (Magnolia sp.); one olive
(Olea europaea); 5 Canary Island date palms (Phoenix canariensis); 15 pines (Pinus sp.); 5
western sycamores (Platanus racemosa); one London plane tree (Platanus x acerifolia); two
yew pines (Podocarpus macrophyllus); one holly oak (Quercus ilex); 19 Brazilian pepper trees
(Schinus terebinthefolius); 4 Chinese elms (Ulmus parvifolia); and 27 Mexican fan palms
(Washingtonia robusta).
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Mature Tree Survey

5.0 Conclusion and Mitigation

A total of 187 trees were identified within the survey area. In accordance with LAX Master Plan
Mitigation Measure MM-BC-3, any of the identified trees that will be impacted due to
construction activities will require a 2:1 replacement. If these trees are to be impacted, a
replacement plan will be prepared and implemented by Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) or
its designee. MM-BC-3 requires replacement trees to be local native species of at least 15-
gallon size. The replacement of trees shall be within the boundaries of LAX or at a suitable off-
site location.

For replacement within LAX boundaries, the replacement plan will be approved by LAWA'’s U.S.
Department of Agriculture Wildlife Hazard Biologist. Furthermore, the onsite locations and plant
selections must be consistent with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Advisory Circular
No. 150/5200-33 “Hazardous Wildlife Attractants on or Near Airports” and LAWA’s “LAX Wildlife
Hazard Management Plan.”

Trees not expected to be impacted by construction activities should be enclosed by barriers
such as chain link fencing or orange snow fencing. The barriers should be placed at least five
feet outside the dripline, and no grade changes should be made within the barriers without
consulting a qualified Biologist to determine if the work would impact the trees. During any
proposed grubbing and/or grading, a Biological Monitor should be present to record the number
of trees directly and indirectly impacted. If project construction can avoid impacting trees, the
number of replacement trees will be reduced accordingly.

6.0 References

Baldwin, B.G., D.H. Goldman, D.J. Keil, R. Patterson, T.J. Roastti, and D.H. Wilken, (eds).
2012. The Jepson Manual: Vascular Plants of California, Second Edition. Berkeley, CA:
University of California Press.

Brenzel, K.N. (ed.). 2001. Western Garden Book. Menlo Park, CA: Sunset Publishing
Corporation.

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the City of Los Angeles (LA). 2005. Final
Environmental Impact Statement, Los Angeles International Airport Proposed Master Plan
Improvements, Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California. Los Angeles, CA: U.S.
Department of Transportation, FAA.

USGS (United States Geological Service). 1981. 7.5-Minute Quadrangle Map. Inglewood,
California.

USGS (United States Geological Service). 1981. 7.5-Minute Quadrangle Map. Venice,
California.

9 LAX Northside Plan Update
Draft EIR
May 2014



Mature Tree Survey

This Page Intentionally Left Blank

10 LAX Northside Plan Update
Draft EIR
May 2014



Mature Tree Survey

Attachment A
Tree Survey Data
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