
LOS ANGELES WORLD 
AIRPORTS 
Restricted Area Driver Trainer Program 



Purpose  
The Restricted Area Driver Trainer Program provides basic 
guidelines and requirements for LAX Companies and 
Divisions to use when training employees with Restricted 
Area Driver (RAD) privileges on proper operating 
procedures when driving vehicles and equipment on the 
LAX Airport Operations Area (AOA).  
 
The Program identifies driver trainers to provide initial and 
recurrent employee training, and tracks driver currency and 
proficiency within each company and division. 
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Mission 
The mission of the LAX Restricted Area Driver Training 
Program is to increase safety on the Airport Operations 
Area through enhanced training and situational awareness 
of stakeholders who routinely drive on the AOA. 
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• Required: At least one Driver Trainer 
for up to 25 Restricted Area Drivers 

 
• Recommendation: At least one 

alternate Driver Trainer 

 

25 
Restricted  

Area  
Drivers 

1  
LAWA  

Designated 
Trainers 

Driver Trainer 
Requirements 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is required that each division or company designate at least one driver trainer for every 1-25 drivers. It is highly recommended that all divisions or companies designate at least one alternate driver trainer in the event the primary driver trainer is not available.



Driver Trainer 
Requirements Driver Trainers Must:  

 
a) Be named in a letter from a division 

badge authorized signer 
 

b) Complete the LAWA Computer 
Based Training for drivers annually 

 
c) Have held a RAD icon on badge for 

a minimum of six months 
 

d) Be proficient in operating vehicles 
and equipment used for training 
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Driver Trainers Must: 

Be named in a letter to Airport Operations from a division badge authorized signer

Complete the LAWA Computer Based Training for drivers annually

Have held a RAD icon on their SIDA badge for a minimum of six months (Employees from new companies will need to be trained by trainers from the company they are contracting with) 

Be appropriately trained and licensed to drive all vehicles and equipment for which they will use to train other employees




Driver Trainer 
Requirements Driver Trainers Must:  

 
e) Attend the LAWA RAD Trainer 

Classroom training annually 
 
f) Document all driver training 
 
g) Not receive more than 3 SAFE 

points in 12 calendar months 
 
h) Meet the requirements for Frequent 

Recurrent Drivers 
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Driver Trainers Must: 

Attend the LAWA RAD Trainer Classroom training annually. This requirement will be enforced for the first three years of the program, and then re-evaluated to determine effectiveness.

Document all behind-the-wheel practical driver’s training for each trainee on the LAX Airport Operations Area Driver’s Training Log available on the LAX Airport Operations Restricted Area Driver Trainer Program InsideLAWA Intranet page at … (ADD LINK)

Driver Trainers may not accumulate more than 3 SAFE points in any 12 calendar month period for driving violations or safety infractions, accumulation of 4 SAFE points in within 12 calendar months will result in disqualification as a Driver Trainer.

All Driver Trainers must meet the requirements for Frequent Recurrent Drivers (See Frequent Recurrent Driver Requirements).



New Driver 
Requirements New Drivers Must: 

 
a) Complete the LAWA CBT for AOA 

drivers 
 
b) Receive proficiency training for all 

vehicles/equipment they operate 
 
c) Review the LAX Restricted Area 

Driver Study Guide 
 
d) Review the LAWA Rules and 

Regulations Motor Vehicle 
Operations section 04 
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New Drivers are first time AOA drivers seeking a Restricted Area Driver Icon. New Drivers Must:

Complete the LAWA Computer Based Training for drivers.

Have received company required training on all vehicles and equipment they will operate during the normal course of their duties and position.

Have reviewed and understand the LAX Restricted Area Driver Test Study Guide.

Have reviewed the LAWA Rules and Regulations Motor Vehicle Operations Section 04 related to operating vehicles and equipment at LAX.




New Driver 
Requirements New Drivers Must: 

 
e) Receive at least 8 hours of behind-

the-wheel drivers training 
 
f) Document all behind-the-wheel 

practical driver’s training 
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New Drivers Must:

Have received a minimum of 8 hours of behind-the-wheel practical driver’s training.

Document all behind-the-wheel practical driver’s training on the LAX Airport Operations Area Driver’s Training Log.




Recurrent Driver 
Requirements Frequent Recurrent Drivers Must: 

 
a) Drive on the AOA an average of at 

least 4 times per month 
 
b) Complete the LAWA CBT for drivers 

bi-annually 
 
c) Review the LAX Restricted Area 

Driver Study Guide 
 
d) Review the LAWA Rules and 

Regulations Motor Vehicle 
Operations Section 04 
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Frequent Drivers Must:

Drive on the Air Operations Area as part of the driver’s normal duties for an average of at least 4 times per month.

Complete the LAWA Computer Based Training for drivers biannually.

Have reviewed and understand the LAX Restricted Area Driver Test Study Guide.

Have reviewed the LAWA Rules and Regulations related to operating vehicles and equipment at LAX.




Recurrent Driver 
Requirements Infrequent Recurrent Drivers Must: 

 
a) Drive on the AOA an average of less 

than 4 times per month 
 
b) Complete the LAWA CBT for drivers 

bi-annually 
 
c) Review the LAX Restricted Area 

Driver Study Guide 
 
d) Review the LAWA Rules and 

Regulations Motor Vehicle 
Operations section 04 
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Infrequent Recurrent Drivers Must:

Drive on the Airport Operations Area as part of the driver’s normal duties less than an average of 4 times per month.

Complete the LAWA Computer Based Training for drivers biannually.

Have reviewed and understand the LAX Restricted Area Driver Test Study Guide.

Have reviewed the LAWA Rules and Regulations related to operating vehicles and equipment at LAX.




Recurrent Driver 
Requirements Infrequent Recurrent Drivers Must: 

 
e) Complete a minimum of 2 hours of 

recurrent behind-the-wheel driver’s 
training with a driver trainer prior to 
renewing a driver’s icon 
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Infrequent Recurrent Drivers Must:

Infrequent recurrent drivers must complete a minimum of 2 hours of recurrent behind-the-wheel practical driver’s training with a designated trainer documented on the LAX Airport Operations Area Driver’s Training Log prior to receiving a new driver’s icon.





Training Records 
Requirements 

Letter Validating Company-Designated, 
LAWA  Approved Driver Trainers 
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• An initial letter identifying company-
designated trainers must be sent to the 
Airside Operations Office of Regulatory 
Compliance 

 
• Letter must be updated annually 

 
• Email letter to: 

regulatorycompliance@lawa.org or mail 
to:  
7333 World Way West Los Angeles, CA. 90045 
Airside Operations – Office of Regulatory 
Compliance, Office # 312 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All divisions and companies with Restricted Area Drivers must send a letter to Airside Operations Restricted Area Driver Program annually validating their list of designated trainers and certifying their qualification as trainers by email to regulatorycompliance@lawa.org


Additional Certified trainers must be added to list


mailto:regulatorycompliance@lawa.org


Training Records 
Requirements Maintain updated training records 

using the LAWA Training Log Form 
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LAWA Staff will conduct periodic audits of selected divisions/companies’ Restricted Area Driver training records. Training records must be emailed to Airport Operations at regulatorycompliance@lawa.org upon audit notification. Each Restricted Area Driver must have a training log form on file, and training records must be current with signatures of the trainee, trainer, and badge authorized signer.

Records must be: 

Readily accessible and available for LAWA Staff to inspect. 
Records must be current. 
Records must be complete. 





Airfield Driver Trainer Checklist 

Vehicle Service Roads 

• Airfield Familiarization 
• Situational Awareness 
• Vehicle Service Road Markings 

& Signs 
• Speed Limits 
• Yielding to Aircraft 
• Yielding to Emergency Vehicles 

 
 

Terminal Ramp Areas 

• Terminal Access Designated 
Service Roads 

• Aircraft Parking Limit Lines  
• Aircraft Parking Safety 

Envelopes 
• Jet Blast Hazards 
• Construction Areas 
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RAD Trainers should ensure that trainees are familiar with these items at a minimum to enhance safety and situational awareness when driving on the AOA. 



Airfield Familiarization 

Post 
#4 

Post 
#3 

Post 
#23 

Post 
#1 Post 

#2 
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This Airfield Driving Routes map denotes the service roads that are used by Restricted Area Drivers. 

Driver Trainers should ensure that trainees are familiar with the service roads, which are designated by the taxiways that they run parallel to. This familiarization will help AOA Drivers to know their location when reporting accidents, incidents, or FOD information to Airport Operations or Law Enforcement personnel. 

AOA Drivers should also know the general airfield layout including:
North and South Complexes
Runway Identification
Taxiway Identification

AOA Drivers shall not deviate from the vehicle service roads or ramp areas without prior approval and coordination with Airport Operations Staff.

Restricted Area Drivers should also be familiar with the AOA access posts depicted on the map here, particularly the posts for which they will use during the course of their duties. 



Airfield Familiarization 
AOA Access Posts and uses: 

• Post #1 – Tenant access  

• Post #2 – Emergency & government vehicles only    

• Post #3 – Emergency & government vehicles only   

• Post #4 – Tenant access 

• Post #21 – Tenant and Construction vehicle access   

• Post #23 – Construction vehicle access only   
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AOA Access Posts and uses:

Post #1 – Tenant access, may only escort non-badged persons that will be inside the Restricted Area Driver’s vehicle (requires escort icon)	
Post #2 – Emergency & government vehicles only  	
Post #3 – Emergency & government vehicles only 	
Post #4 – Tenant access, all separate vehicle escorts must use Post 4 for AOA access (requires escort icon)	
Post #21 – Construction vehicle access only	
Post #23 – Construction vehicle access only  




Airfield Familiarization 
North/South Service Roads  

• Service Road AA 
• Service Road E-15 
• Service Road E-16 
• Service Road F (Yield to Landing Aircraft) 
• Service Road R (Yield to LAFD Station 80 ARFF Trucks) 
• Service Road T 
• North/South segment of Service Road A 
• North/South segment of Service Road E-17 
 

 
East/West Service Roads  

• Service Road A 
• Service Road C 
• Service Road E 
• East/West segment of Service Road A 
• East/West segment of Service Road E-17 
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Although AOA service roads do not have designated signs identifying them, they are named after the adjacent taxiways that they run parallel to. Restricted Area Drivers should be familiar with the Airfield Driving Routes Map and reference the taxiway signs as a way to identify service roads. 

Surface Painted Stop Signs. Service Road “R” has two surface painted stop signs in front of the Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting Station #80. Drivers must stop and use caution before proceeding to ensure the ARFF Fire trucks are not responding to an aircraft emergency.




Overall 
Situational 
Awareness 

 
 

• Pre-trip Inspection of 
Vehicle 

 
• Plan your route 
 
• Keep head and eyes 

moving 
 
• Maintain safe driving 

distances 
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Overall situational awareness:
Start with a pre-trip inspection of vehicle. Personnel who wear badge lanyards are strongly encouraged to use lanyards that break away if they get snagged or caught for safety. A good pre-trip vehicle inspection includes: checking for inflated tires; working headlights, taillights, and vehicle clearance lights; approved company Logo on both sides of vehicle; working vehicle horn; roadworthy mechanical condition; and no FOD hazards. 
Plan route before going onto the AOA
Always keep head and eyes moving to be aware of what is around you
Maintain safe distance between the vehicle you are operating and preceding vehicles




Vehicle Service Road Markings 
Drivers should be familiar with the following VSR signs and 
Markings: 
 
• Surface Painted Speed Limits 
• Stop for Aircraft limit lines 
• Zipper Markings 
 

 
 
 Stop Behind Limit 

Line & Sign 
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Vehicle Service Road (VSR) markings:
Surface painted speed limits apply in certain areas such as on VSR Sierra behind TBIT West International Terminal
Stop for Aircraft limit lines denote where to stop for aircraft to pass safely, ensure there is adequate space to clear the taxiway/VSR intersection before proceeding across
Zipper Markings are black and white checkered markings on the VSR’s where they cross taxiways. Plan ahead, get the big picture, remain clear of the zipper markings on VSR’s so that aircraft can pass unobstructed by your vehicle




Large VSR Zipper Marking Intersections –  
Ensure you can clear the intersection 

Service Road E between Taxiways E13 
and R 

Service Road E between Taxiways E11 
and S 

Zoomed Image Service Road E at Taxiways E11 and 
S 
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There are several vehicle service road / taxiway intersections that are very large on the AOA. 
These intersections are delineated by the Vehicle Service Road Zipper Markings identified in the Computer Based Driver Training course and pictured here. 
Driver trainers should ensure that drivers understand the potential danger of crossing these intersections without adequate space to clear the intersection for aircraft that are crossing the VSR. Many drivers fail to pay attention to the vehicle traffic ahead and get stuck in the intersection behind a convoy of vehicles, resulting in aircraft cutoff's, which can result in a SAFE citation.
Driver trainers should take time to conduct training with drivers at several specific VSR/taxiway intersections including: 
VSR E between Taxiway E13 and Taxiway R
VSR E between Taxiway E11 and Taxiway S






Large VSR Zipper Marking Intersections –  
Ensure you can clear the intersection 

Service Road C between Taxiways T and S 

Service Road C at Taxiway P 
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Driver trainers should take time to conduct training with drivers at several specific VSR/taxiway intersections on the South Complex including: 
VSR C between Taxiway B16 and Taxiway U
VSR C between Taxiway T and Taxiway S
VSR C between Taxiway P and Taxiway C10
VSR C at Taxiway C3
VSR A between the West Imperial Terminal (Flight Path Museum Ramp) and Atlantic FBO




Vehicle Service Road Signs 
Drivers should be familiar with the 
following VSR Signs: 
 
• Stop for Landing Aircraft 
• Stop for Aircraft 
• Helicopter Crossing 

 
 

 
 

Driver failed to Stop for 
Landing Aircraft 

Correct way to Stop for 
Landing Aircraft 

Behind Limit 
Line & Sign 
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Vehicle Service Road (VSR) Signs:
Stop for Aircraft and Stop for Landing Aircraft Signs
Stop Signs - make complete stops at stop signs, including surface painted stop signs

Driver trainers should ensure that drivers understand the requirement to look for and stop for landing aircraft when driving on Service Road F (east of Runways 25R and 25L). Drivers must stop and wait for aircraft that are within 1 mile from the airport on landing approach. 



AOA Speed Limits 

VSR’s 
20 

MPH 

Taxilanes 
10  

MPH 

Gate/Ramp  
3  

MPH  
Or Walking 

Speed 

Remember: Speed shall never exceed that which is reasonable and safe 
for weather, visibility, traffic, surface conditions, or the type of vehicle 
being driven. 
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Vehicle Service Road (VSR) speed limits:
20 MPH on all other VSR’s
10 MPH on VSR Sierra behind Tom Bradley International Terminal
3 MPH on aircraft service ramps and gate areas




Yielding to Aircraft 
• Aircraft always have the right of way, whether taxiing or 

pushing back 
 

• Maintain a safe distance: only cross Taxiway / VSR 
intersections when there are no aircraft taxiing in the 
vicinity 
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Yielding to aircraft:
Aircraft always have the right of way, whether taxiing or pushing back
Maintain a safe distance: only cross taxiway/VSR intersections when there are no aircraft taxiing in the vicinity and crossing can be done at a safe distance




Yielding to Emergency Vehicles 
• Always yield to Fire, Police, and Airport Operations 

vehicles with emergency lights activated 
 

Service Road R has surface painted Stop Signs, 
use caution for ARFF Emergency Trucks 
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Yielding to emergency vehicles:
Police, Fire, Ops Vehicles
ADG VI Operations, move to adjacent lane for wingtip clearance




Reduced Visibility & Nighttime Driving 
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Reduced Visibility & Nighttime Driving 
Drivers should exercise increased caution when driving on 
the AOA during adverse weather conditions. Some good 
practices include: 
 
• Increase following distance in relation to other vehicles  

• Reduce speed 

• Plan route 

• Stop at each “Stop For Aircraft” sign  

• Listen for aircraft engine noise 
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Drivers should exercise increased caution when driving on the AOA during periods of reduced visibility such as during fog and/or rain events. Markings, signage, aircraft, and other vehicles become more difficult to see in adverse weather conditions. Some good practices include:

Reduce speed
Plan your route
Increase following distance in relation to other vehicles to allow for increased braking reaction time and distance
Stop at each “Stop For Aircraft” sign to determine if it is safe to proceed
Listen for aircraft engine noise, which indicates an aircraft is in the vicinity






Reduced Visibility & Nighttime Driving 

Look for cues that help keep 
you safe such as: 
 
• Aircraft Navigation and taxi 

lights 
• Vehicle lights and reflectors 
• VSR lighting, markings, and 

signs 

Terminal Access Service Roads entrances can be 
identified at night by flush mounted red light markers  

Nighttime driving requires increased situational awareness 
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Driving on the AOA during nighttime hours also requires additional situational awareness on the part Restricted Area Drivers. When accessing terminal access service roads, look for the red in pavement lights that identify where to enter these service roads. 
Nighttime driving requires heightened situational awareness. Look for aircraft lights, vehicle lights and reflectors, and VSR markings, lighting and signs





Terminal Ramp Areas 
Vehicle Service Road Designated 
Terminal Access Roads: 
 

• Use caution for taxiing aircraft 

• Stop at the limit line before committing 

• Do not deviate from terminal access 

road markings 

• Use caution for aircraft pushing back 
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Vehicle Service Road designated terminal access points:
Use caution for taxiing aircraft when crossing taxiway
Stop at the limit line before committing to turn onto the terminal access VSR’s
Do not deviate from road
Be vigilant for aircraft pushing back from gates




Terminal Ramp Areas 

Aircraft Parking Limit Lines around 
Terminals 
 

• Drive close to limit line 

• Yield to ramp staff pedestrians 

• Reduce speed 

• Yield to aircraft pushing back and 

taxiing into gates 

• Use caution for jet blast 
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Aircraft parking limit lines around terminals:
Stay as close as possible and yield to pedestrians 
Reduce speed
Use caution for aircraft pushing back and taxiing into gates, look for the 5 signs an aircraft will commence push back: red flashing beacon, wing walkers, jet bridge detached from aircraft, wheel chocks removed, aircraft tug is attached
Use caution for jet blast hazard when aircraft engines are running 




Terminal Ramp Areas 

Aircraft Parking Safety Envelopes 
 

• Never leave vehicles/equipment 

unattended  

• Never park or drive under passenger 

boarding bridges 

• Drive at walking speed 

• Park only in designated areas 

 

Equipment left unattended 
parked in red marked “No 

Parking Area” 
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Aircraft parking safety envelopes:
Do not leave vehicles or equipment parked and/or unattended within the aircraft safety envelopes
Watch speed when operating in the aircraft parking safety envelope (3 MPH or walking speed)
Do not drive or park under passenger boarding bridges 
Park only in designated areas. Observe all painted markings and signs. 




Terminal Ramp Areas 
Jet Blast 
 

• Do not drive behind taxiing aircraft 

• Use caution for aircraft conducting 

cross bleed engine starts 
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Jet blast:
Do not drive behind taxiing aircraft or aircraft that are running engines 
Do not drive between aircraft with engines started and Airport Operations vehicles with emergency lights on as the aircraft may be conducting a cross bleed engine start
The jet blast from a B747 just starting to taxi can result in wind velocity of 50 MPH at 300 feet behind the aircraft.




Terminal Ramp Areas 

Construction Areas 
 

• Do not enter construction areas 

without authorization 

• Use caution and drive slow 

• Observe and comply with signs, 

barricades, delineators, and flagmen 
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Construction areas
Do not drive in construction areas without prior approval
Use caution when driving near construction areas; observe and comply with all signs, barricades, and delineators




Web Links to Helpful AOA Driving 
Materials 
 

LAX Restricted Area Driver Trainer Program Webpage 
http://www.lawa.org/airops_RAD.aspx 
 

LAX Rules & Regulations –  Motor Vehicle Operations 
http://www.lawa.org/uploadedFiles/AirOps/pdf/rules/07%20Section%2004%20-%20Motor%20Vehicle%20Operations%20-%202012_05.pdf 
 

LAX Rules & Regulations – SAFE Program 
http://www.lawa.org/uploadedFiles/AirOps/pdf/rules/19_Appendix_04_SAFE%20Program_201112.pdf 
 

LAX Rules & Regulations – Airfield Driving Routes Map 
http://www.lawa.org/uploadedfiles/airops/pdf/rules/Airfield-Driving-Routes.pdf 
 

LAX Airfield Movement Area Map 
http://www.lawa.org/uploadedFiles/LAX/pdf/Airfield%20Map%20front%202011-%20102011-01.pdf 
 

Airport Cooperative Research Program – Ramp Safety Practices 
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/acrp/acrp_syn_029.pdf 
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