
Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) Update

February 12, 2020

1



Coronavirus

• Large family of viruses, some causing illness in people and others 

circulating among animals.

• Associated with the common cold, pneumonia, and severe acute 

respiratory syndrome (SARS).  

• Can also affect the gut.  

• Spread by contact with respiratory droplets.

• Named for the spikes on their membranes which resemble the sun’s 

corona.
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About the current strain
• A new strain of coronavirus has been found—called a 

novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)--which began in Wuhan 

City, Hubei Province, China. 

• Human to human transmission has been confirmed by 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

Most cases are between people who are in constant 

contact with one another. 

• No vaccine is currently available therefore medical care 

professionals are treating the patient’s symptoms. 

Investigations are ongoing to learn more. 
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Situation Overview

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) considers the 

immediate risk of 2019-nCoV infection to the American public to be low 

based on available information. 

• The CDC and Customs and Border Protection (CBP) are the lead agencies 

with LA County Health as the agency of authority if someone is transported 

to a local hospital or requires follow up.

• LAWA serves in a support role by providing our partners with screening 

rooms, badges, operational guidance, and coordination. 

• The CDC has confirmed two cases of nCOV in Southern California. 
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Screening Airports 

• LAX

• Atlanta

• DFW

• Detroit

• Newark

• Honolulu

• JFK

• Chicago O’Hare

• Seattle

• SFO

• Washington Dulles
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What is happening at LAX? 
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•  LAX has been identified as a screening site because the airport 

receives over 22,000 passengers annually from Wuhan via indirect 

flights. CDC provides all passengers from China with an information 

card. 

•  Screening protocols have been defined under the jurisdiction of CDC 

with the assistance of Los Angeles County Department of Health 

Services (LACDHS)

•  Screening at foreign airports:  

• Foreign Nationals in mainland China in past 14 days, cannot     

board flight to US

• US Citizen with symptoms, cannot board flight to US

• US Citizen in mainland China in past 14 days, must fly to 11    

approved airports

•  Screening at LAX:

• Not been in Hubei Province in past 14 days and non-

symptomatic:  May leave LAX 

• Been in Hubei Province and non-symptomatic:  Quarantined

• Symptomatic:   Hospitalized





What is happening at LAX?
• Approximately 1,000 daily screenings  

• More than 100 Media inquiries

• Includes CNN, Washington Post, NY Times, Fox News, LA Times,

Australia media

• PR team working with PIOs of other agencies for virtual Joint

Information Center (JIC)

• PR team participating in calls with PIOs from other 10 screening

airports to share best practices
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LAWA Protective Measures

• Proactive outreach to staff, badge holders, and the public to inform   

them on the virus, what is happening at LAWA, and what they can do  

to protect themselves (which is consistent with common cold  

measures). 

• Approximately100 additional hand sanitizer machines and information 

posters have been placed throughout the terminals. 

• GEMS have been provided FAQs to help address passenger inquiries. 

• LA County Health is providing regular briefings to our badge holders. 

• Out of extreme precaution, LAWA has ordered latex gloves, eye   

goggles, and N95 masks, should the CDC recommend we use these    

items. 
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